
Mr Peter Bartholomew   

Mr Peter Bartholomew, MC. fifth 

generation head of the Scottish publishers 

and printers of maps and atlases, John 

Bartholomew & Son, Ltd., died yesterday at 

the age of 62. 

Peter Hugh Bartholomew was born at 

Edinburgh on November 7, 1924, and 

educated at Edinburgh Academy. He played 

rugby for his school and, later, for London 

Scottish. Then, in 1943, he was 

commissioned into the Scots Guards, going 

on to attain the rank of major, and win an 

MC for action in northern Italy. 

After the war he returned to Edinburgh 

where he qualified as a chartered 

accountant. He then worked for a time in 

London; but he returned in 1956 to take up 

the reins of the family business, succeeding as chairman his father, John Bartholomew. the 

cartographer. 

He took more of an interest in the financial side of things than in the map making. Ever 

since his forties he had been bedevilled by ill health, and as a result took an increasingly 

less active role in the company. Nevertheless, he steadfastly refused to let this curtail a 

wide range of business and social activities. 

Most notable of these was, perhaps, his membership of The Royal Company of Archers, 

The Queen's Bodyguard for Scotland. Not all members of this distinguished body avail 

themselves of the opportunity given them to perfect this ancient art; not so Bartholomew. 

He became a skilled archer, not least with the long bow, and he several times won the 

Queen's Prize for Archery. 

He retired formally from the chairmanship in 1984, and the company is no longer in the 

hands of the Bartholomew family. 

Bartholomew was a sympathetic and approachable man whether he was addressing 

royalty or the most humble employee. He died in his office during one of his many return 

visits. 

He is survived by his wife, Sheila, and by their two sons- 
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